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ISA 2026: 
 GLOBAL–LOCAL IN VIENNA

isa – International Summer Academy

After its successful premiere in Vienna in 2025, isa – International Summer Academy  
of the mdw continues its new chapter at the mdw campus at Anton-von-Webern-Platz.  

The state-of-the-art facilities provide an ideal and sustainable setting 
 for artistic excellence and interdisciplinary exchange.

Founded in 1991, isa has grown into a globally unique program combining elite musical  
training with an academic conference. Under the artistic direction of Johannes Meissl, 

it welcomes over 200 musicians from more than 40 nations each year.

In 2026, isa focuses on “global–local.” In times of increasing tension between  
global interconnectedness and regional identities, isa explores their creative potential 

through masterclasses, workshops, and isaOnStage. Migration, cultural imprints of place, 
and the dialogue between global and local music traditions shape the program.

A special focus is dedicated to persecuted music in the anniversary year  
of the mdw’s Exilarte Center. With the Music City Lab, new spaces for musical  

and discursive encounters emerge across Vienna.

mdw – University of Music and Performing Arts Vienna

The mdw – University of Music and Performing Arts Vienna,  
which organises the International Summer Academy, is one of the world’s largest  

and most renowned universities specialised in music, theatre and film.  
Over 3,000 students from more than 70 countries pursue higher education  

here in 115 degree programmes. The mdw’s 25 institutes include the  
Max Reinhardt Seminar and the Vienna Film Academy.
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For 35 years, the International Summer Academy of the mdw – 
University of Music and Performing Arts Vienna has created a space 
where young artists from around the world come together to 
deepen their artistic excellence. What defines isa is not only that, 
but the encounter of different experiences, traditions, and ways 
of thinking about music and arts.

This year’s theme, global – local, speaks directly to the realities 
shaping artistic work today. Music emerges from specific places, 
histories, and communities, yet it constantly crosses borders.  
isa26 explores this dynamic through artistic practice, research,  
and dialogue – from masterclasses and performances to the  
Music City Lab across Vienna.

In the 10th anniversary year of the mdw’s Exilarte Center, a special 
focus on music by people who were persecuted or murdered by  
the Nazi regime reminds us that artistic voices are never detached 
from social and political realities. Artistic freedom, openness,  
and responsibility remain essential foundations of our work.  
We here at the mdw are convinced that artistic excellence can only 
emerge in connection with values that are non-negotiable for us:  
the protection of the dignity and rights of every human being.

I wish all participants inspiring encounters, artistic growth,  
and the courage to explore new perspectives.

Welcome to isa26  
at the mdw campus  
in Vienna.
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Rector, mdw – University of Music  

and Performing Arts Vienna
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Johannes Meissl
Artistic Director, isa
Vice Rector, mdw

Peaceful global networking, international cooperation and the 
appreciation of cultural, ethnic and regional diversity are under 
increasing pressure. Imperialism, wars, the resurgence of nationalism 
and the abandonment of international agreements are causing 
diversity, sustainability and joint action to lose their importance.

However, precisely this tension between global standards and local 
and regional self-determination offers great creative potential.  
For musicians, artists and researchers, it opens up new opportunities 
to make an impact on society.

isa26 is dedicated to exploring this potential. Masterclasses, 
workshops and isaOnStage bring together diverse backgrounds, 
origins, approaches and practices. The focus is on the creative 
power of places, migration as a key factor in musical developments, 
and global and local traditions.

Special emphasis is being placed on persecuted music to mark the 
jubilee year of the mdw’s Exilarte research centre. At the same time, 
isa’s Music City Lab in Vienna is being further developed and, 
together with institutions, music scenes and initiatives in the city,  
is creating spaces for musical and discussion-based gatherings.

isa26 invites you to enjoy intense artistic experiences and to 
exchange ideas about music in a globally networked local world.

GLOBAL – LOCAL
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COURSES 

STRING SOLOISTS 

22 JULY – 
2 AUGUST

VIOLIN 
Priya Mitchell
Graz
Anton Sorokow
Vienna 
Hagai Shaham
Tel Aviv / New York /
Salzburg
Dora Schwarzberg / 
Dmitri Torchinsky
Vienna / Doha
Ulf Wallin 
Vienna / Berlin 

VIOLA
Lars Anders Tomter 
Oslo
Tatjana Masurenko
Los Angeles

VIOLONCELLO
Emmanuelle Bertrand 
Paris
Harriet Krijgh
Vienna

DOUBLE BASS
Dorin Marc 
Nürnberg
Dominik Wagner
Vienna

CHAMBER MUSIC: 
STRINGS/PIANISTS 
22 JULY – 
2 AUGUST

Johannes Meissl
Vienna
Patrick Jüdt
Bern
Suyeon Kang
Berlin / Essen
Avri Levitan
Vienna
Vera Martínez Mehner
Barcelona
Dirk Mommertz
Munich
Minna Pensola
Helsinki
Vida Vujic
Vienna

COURSE  
STRUCTURE

Each participant 
receives a minimum 

of four 60-minute 
sessions over a 

period of 10 days.

Ensembles generally 
receive lessons from 

all ensemble tutors 
present at the course.

Free participation in 
all offered workshops.

Concert appearance 
included.

Course duration:  
10 days

pre-existing 
ensembles only© 
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ALL 

WORKSHOPS 

ARE 

INCLUDED!
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PIANO 

22 JULY – 
2 AUGUST

Christopher  
Hinterhuber  
Vienna 
Avedis Kouyoumdjian  
Vienna / Brussels
Stefan Vladar
Vienna
Gottlieb Wallisch
Berlin

WIND SOLOISTS

22 JULY – 
2 AUGUST

FLUTE 
Andrea Lieberknecht 
Munich
Mario Caroli
Freiburg

OBOE
Christian Wetzel 
Cologne

CLARINET
Sharon Kam 
Hannover

BASSOON
Dag Jensen 
Munich/Oslo

HORN 
Szabolcs Zempléni
Berlin
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COMPOSITION

22 JULY –  
2 AUGUST

Isabel Mundry
Zurich/Munich

PHACE Ensemble

VOICE 

22 JULY –  
2 AUGUST

Claudia Visca
Vienna One week of fresh ideas 

on new concert formats, 
participatory projects, 
and artistic identity.  
Together, we explore 
and develop artistic 
ideas that will be 
presented at the  
Wiener Konzerthaus, 
TONALi in Hamburg, 
and the Beethovenfest 
Bonn during the  
2026/27 season.

Work with Kian Jazdi, 
Axel Petri-Preis, 
Hannah Baumann,  
and Jonathan Pengl — 
four inspiring experts in  
project design, innovative 
concert formats, socially 
engaged music-making, 
and artistic practice —  
at isaCommunity.

isaCOMMUNITY
19–26 JULY

CONCERT 

APPEARANCE 

INCLUDED!
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WORKSHOPS, LECTURES,  
AND COACHING SESSIONS

The full isa experience is a combination  
of master classes, performances, the building 

 of new friendships and networks, and extensive 
supplementary offerings of workshops and 

projects! Get inspired, broaden your horizon,  
and try to discover as much as you possibly can!

Alongside the master classes given by well-known, 
leading artistic personalities, isa also offers participants 
additional learning opportunities in the form of work-

shops, lectures, and coaching sessions.

All supplementary workshops and lectures 
are accessible only in combination with a 

master class and are included 
in the course fee.

... AND MANY 

MORE!

The isaResearch Summer 
School is dedicated to 
supporting early stage
researchers by providing 
an interdisciplinary and 
international forum
for theoretical and  
discursive engagement. 
It explores the annual 
isa theme in relation  
to current issues and  
embeds it within the  
diverse contexts of  
Vienna’s urban space.

Taking place alongside 
the artistic masterclasses 
and the festival on
campus, the Summer 
School marks a new 
chapter for isa’s research 
track, fostering exchange 
between artistic and 
academic perspectives.

isaRESEARCH 
22–25 JULY 
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GENERAL INFORMATION

TARGET GROUP
Graduate and postgraduate students or  
highly-advanced undergraduates with performing-
experience. A prerequisite for participation  
at isa is having attained a high level of artistry.

FEES
Application fee: € 150
Chamber Music:  
Application fee per ensemble: € 150
(to be paid by one ensemble member)
Course tuition fee: € 745
isaCommunity
Application fee: € 150
Course fee: € 300
 
Master class including practice opportunities.
Participation in workshops, lectures, and  
competitions. Free admission to selected concerts 
of the isaOnStage.

Alongside opportunities to perform Summer  
Academy repertoire, the festival will also feature 
outstanding interpretations by participants.

TRAVEL AND  
ACCOMMODATIONS 
Participants are responsible for their own  
arrival at the course locations. 

Address:
Anton-von-Webern-Platz 1
1030 Vienna 

The mdw campus is easily  
accessible by public transport:
Wien Mitte Station: U3, U4 subway lines,  
74A bus, S-Bahn S1, S2, S3, S4, S7,  
and regional trains.

We recommend travelling by public  
transport, as there is no dedicated  
parking available at any of the locations.
For international guests, we recommend  
traveling by train if possible.  
isa has a partnership with ÖBB and offers  
special rates (details will follow shortly).

Special conditions are available for some hotels. 
Please have a look on our website.

We aim to organize this event in  
accordance with the guidelines of the  
Austrian Ecolabel for Green Meetings.  
Our goal is to contribute to resource 
conservation, climate protection, regional  
added value, and raising awareness.

ONLINE 
APPLICATION

www.isa-music.org© 
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ONLINE 
APPLICATION

www.isa-music.org

CONTACT 
INFORMATION

isa – International  
Summer Academy of the mdw

Anton-von-Webern-Platz 1 
1030 Vienna/Austria

T +43-1-711 55-5110
isa-music@mdw.ac.at

www.isa-music.org
 isamusic.org

 isa.mdw
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